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Scarves with soul

A textile designer gives the gilt of warmth

Bols of red and Grnge [rakian '.'i:'gitl wool surmound Hiroka
Eunbara m the downstains studio ol ber Oakland home “This
one 15 called Flow” Iy the 1|.|1-;1:|.1!-1.'l|:||'|'ll'|ﬂ textile -.'Ics.lg_nc'r.
hall.-dll:l'.g amie of her geares sewn i waves of hlue and ]':i:Ill.'
green, “It has o o wath my osm creative Dosy. 1 had o let this
fabec spr-:l.' frwr 1tsell and trust :||:|1..'.~\.|:]f in ]l::llp;il'lg NEw j.[Tl:Il.II'ld H
a husiness,

Whale o story hes behaned most of Kurihara's |.'li.-|:'|:1'.':v. the social
|:||'|'|'|nm'||'_|h:.' af her hus:-
ness fmes hier [assaan far
her work, She calls i ike
Blankei Shares Project:
With every purchase, a
searf or hlanket s donat-
ed 1o someone bess Foriu-
nate, mchsdimg the
hameless, victims of
domesiic abuse, and
vouth getting off the
atreeis. “This is a mngbde
way of [eeling the warmth
af giving” she says. “Ii's
abwant building connec
tinng between people and
their differemt lives.”

Having grown up in
New Jersey, Kurihara

went o New York wo get her start in the industry, Hiroko Kurihon
Bast the Big Apple gave her a glimpse of more than gt E"‘r‘:h"':'.";;"“

Just textiles. [t was there that she met a homeless fmots 128 for searves
man living under her front stoop, and also became custern oders for the

aware af the :lih.Lul‘]:lillg l:l:'aﬁl}'liilri-h't'i]lal'll'!i“ Inspared ;T:;:ﬁji:.l.:]
0 become politically active, she eventually moved 0 L b buribors.
Califormia, where she worked in housing and nonprofit — cam for stare foco-
community development before launching Hiroke Tﬂ;‘:;“::‘;"'*
Eurthara Diesigns in 2002,

“With my nonprofit background, there was no way I could
start a basiness that was just abour making money,.” she says. And
with each Banket taking 6 1o 10 hours to create, Kunhara is clear-
by focused on more important matters. My mission is to build
empathy for someone else's sinsatgon.” she says, One blanket and
scarf @t a ime. —MICHELLE LaU
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